
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE CENTER 
INEDEXED NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS – JULY 2003 

 
ALTERNATIVE ENERGY  
"FUNDS AVAILABLE TO PAY FOR ALTERNATIVE ENERGY"; MONTANA STANDARD; 2003 
JUL 6  
 
"GETTING OFF THE GRID:  ALTERNATIVE ENERGY SOURCES GIVE CONSUMERS SEVERAL 
ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY OPTIONS CUTTING FREE OF FOSSIL FUELS"; MONTANA 
STANDARD; 2003 JUL 6  
 
BUDGET MONTANA HUMAN SERVICES--MONTANA  
"MARTZ WON'T SPEND CASH ON NEEDY"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 JUL 30  
 
COALBED METHANE  
"BLM ACCUSED OF FAILING CBM DUTIES:  COALBED METHANE LEASES SOLD WITHOUT 
PROPER STUDY, LAWSUIT SAYS"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 JUL 17  
 
DAMS-MONTANA  
"NEW TIBER DAM PLANT A GO:  WORK ON $3 MILLION GENERATOR TO BEGIN THIS 
MONTH KEY DATES IN PLANT'S HISTORY"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 JUL 6  
 
DRUNKEN DRIVING  
"TOUGHER DUI LAWS NOW IN EFFECT"; STILLWATER COUNTY NEWS; 2003 JUL 10  
 
ECONOMIC CONDITIONS MONTANA  
"STREAM INTERNATIONAL TO PULL OUT OF KALISPELL"; MISSOULIAN; 2003 JULY 9  
 
EDUCATION / MONTANA SCHOOLS  
"EDUCATION ALTERNATIVES:  PRIVATE, HOME SCHOOLS GREW FASTER THAN 
COUNTY'S PUBLIC SCHOOLS DURING PAST DECADE"; BOZEMAN DAILY CHRONICLE; 2003 
JUL 27  
 
EDUCATIONAL FINANCE-MONTANA  
"SCHOOL BOARD WILL DECIDE WHETHER TO JOIN LAWSUIT"; HAVRE DAILY NEWS; 2003 
JUL 9  
 
ELECTRIC UTILITY INDUSTRIES  
"MARTZ TO MEET WITH UTILITY ABOUT CRISIS:  GOP LAWMAKER SUGGESTS STATE 
MAY NEED TO OFFER FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO NORTHWESTERN"; GREAT FALLS 
TRIBUNE; 2003 JUL 12                   
"MONTANA URGED TO PLAN IN CASE UTILITY COLLAPSES"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 



JUL 10  
   
"STATE URGED TO PROTECT POWER ASSETS:  BILLINGS INVESTMENT ADVISER URGES 
STATE TO BE READY FOR NORTHWESTERN'S POTENTIAL BANKRUPTCY"; BILLINGS 
GAZETTE; 2003 JUL 9  
 
ELECTRIC UTILITY INDUSTRIES ENERGY 
SUPPLY  
"UTILITY ASKS STATE FOR PLAN, NOT CASH"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 JUL 18  
 
FEDERAL AID PROGRAMS  
"TANF EXTENDED FOR 90 DAYS"; NCSL CAPTIOL TO CAPITOL; 2003 JULY 15  
 
FOREST MANAGEMENT TIMBER INDUSTRIES-FOREST FIRES  
"NEW TIMBER SALE RULES ISSUED"; MISSOULIAN; 2003 JULY 24  
 
FORESTS  
"MONTANA'S LODGEPOLE LABORATORY:  ONE OF A KIND EXPERIMENTAL FOREST 
PROVIDING MANAGERS NEW INSIGHT EXPERIMENTS UNDER WAY IN A DOZEN 
FORESTS"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 JUL 6  
 
GRANTS  / FEDERAL AID  
"STATE'S HOMELAND GRANTS REMAIN MOSTLY UNSPENT"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 
JULY 3  
 
HIGHWAYS / TRANSPORTATION FINANCE  
"HIGHWAYS GAIN HOUSE FUNDING BOOST"; NCSL CAPITOL TO CAPITOL; 2003 JULY 17  
 
HOMELAND SECURITY / SEN CONRAD BURNS  
"ENHANCING  911"; HOMELAND DEFENSE JOURNAL; 2003 JULY  
 
HYDROELECTRIC PLANTS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT MONTANA  
"TIBER LLC BREAKS GROUND ON HYDRO PROJECT"; LIBERTY COUNTY TIMES; 2003 JUL 
30  
 
JAILS-MONTANA  
"FALL OPENING EXPECTED FOR NEW JAIL FACILITY"; MONTANA STANDARD; 2003 JULY 
26  
 
JAILS-MONTANA / CITY-COUNTY JURISDICTION  
"POLICE DEPARTMENTS REFUSE TO PAY COUNTY JAIL FEES:  BOZEMAN ONLY 
COMMUNITY THAT PAYS THE SHERIFF'S OFFICE TO PROCESS PRISONERS AT JAIL"; 
BOZEMAN DAILY CHRONICLE; 2003 JUL 27  



 
JUVENILE CORRECTIONS / JUVENILE DETENTION  
"ACCUSED TEEN KILLER WILL HAVE PUBLIC DEFENDERS"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 
JULY 26  
 
MEDICARE  
"MEDICARE CONFEREES NAMED"; NCSL CAPITOL TO CAPITOL; 2003, JULY 17  
  
"UNDER FIRE:  MEDICARE LEGISLATION UPSETS LOCAL ONCOLOGIST, CANCER 
PATIENTS"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 JUL 9  
 
NATURAL GAS UTILITIES UTILITY RATES / ENERGY COSTS  
"NEW REPORT SEES HIGHER HEATING COSTS:  NATURAL GAS PRICES WILL CONTINUE 
TO RISE, IT SAYS"; MISSOULIAN; 2003 JUL 18  
 
NATURAL RESOURCES / FOREST MANAGEMENT MONTANA  
"NATIONAL FOREST INSIGHTS: AN OVERVIEW OF OLD-GROWTH AND LAWSUIT"; 
TOBACCO VALLEY NEWS; 2003 JULY 24  
 
PRISONS-MONTANA  
"PRISON OPERATES ON ORIGINAL FUNDS"; RANGER REVIEW; 2003 JUL 31  
  
"PRISON PROPOSES REVISED PUNISHMENT SYSTEM:  'BEHAVIOR MANAGEMENT PLANS' 
CRITICIZED BY COURT"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 JULY 11  
 
PRISONS MONTANA BUDGET  
"PRISON SEES BUDGET CHANGES"; RANGER REVIEW; 2003 JULY 24  
 
PROPERTY ASSESSMENT-MONTANA  
"THAT NOTICE MAY OR MAY NOT INCREASE YOUR TAXES:  EFFECT OF STATE PROPERTY 
VALUE REASSESSMENTS RIDES ON COUNTY, LOCAL GOVERNMENT REASSESSMENT'S 
IMPACT IN AREA COUNTIES CALCULATING PROPERTY TAXES"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 
2003 JUL 9  
 
PROPERTY TAX / MONTANA PROPERTY ASSESSMENT  
"AREA HOMEOWNERS SEE PROPERTY VALUE INCREASE 22.2%:  MONTANA'S REVENUE 
DEPARTMENT SENDS OUT REAPPRAISALS; MOST TAXPAYERS TO SEE DECREASE IN 
PROPERTY TAX"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 JUL 14  
 
PROPERTY TAX MONTANA  
"PROPERTY VALUATIONS SKYROCKET 27 PERCENT"; BOZEMAN DAILY CHRONICLE; 2003 
JULY 24  

 
 



"PROPERTY VALUES RISE 19 PERCENT IN RAVALLI COUNTY"; RAVALLI REPUBLIC; 2003 
JULY 16  
 
PUBLIC DEFENDERS  
"OFFICIAL CALMS COUNTIES OVER PUBLIC DEFENDERS"; MISSOULIAN; 2003 JULY 5  
 
REDISTRICTING / MONTANA LEGISLATIVE DISTRICTS  
"DRAWING THE LINES:  COUNTY OFFICIALS PUT FINISHING TOUCHES ON NEW 
DISTRICTING MAPS"; MISSOULIAN; 2003 JUL 11  
 
REDISTRICTING MONTANA REDISTRICTING AND APPORTIONMENT 
CONSTITUTIONAL LAW  
"JUDGE TOSSES LAW UNDOING REDISTRICTING"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 JULY 3  
 
"JUDGE VOIDS GOP BILL ON REDISTRICTING"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 JULY 3  
 
SCHIP  
"STATES SLIGHTLY CLOSER TO GETTING CHILDREN'S HEALTH FUNDS REINSTATED"; 
NCSL CAPITOL TO CAPITOL; 2003 JULY 15  
 
TAX CREDITS  
"NCSL COMMENTS ON PROPOSED EITC CHANGES"; NCSL CAPITOL TO CAPITOL; 2003 
JULY 17  
 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS  
"TRUSTEE URGES BANKRUPTCY REJECTION:  TOUCH AMERICA SALE OF ASSETS NEEDS 
CLOSER LOOK, JUSTICE DEPARTMENT OFFICER SAYS"; MONTANA STANDARD; 2003 JULY 
8  
 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS / CONSUMER PROTECTION  
"COMMISSION VOTES TO PROTECT CUSTOMERS OF TA"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 JULY 
23  
 
TIMBER INDUSTRIES  
"CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION IS BACK:  RULE PROVIDES ADDED TOOL"; TOBACCO 
VALLEY NEWS; 2003 JUL 31  
 
TORT REFORM  
"TORT REFORM ROULETTE NOW A SENATE GAME"; NCSL CAPITOL TO CAPITOL; 2003 
JULY 15  
 
UTILITY RATES ELECTRIC UTILITY INDUSTRIES ENERGY COSTS  
"ELECTRIC RATES JUMP 15 PERCENT"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 JUL 16  
  
 



"NWE ALLOWED TO RAISE POWER RATE 14%:  DECISION WILL RAISE BILLS $7 TO $8 FOR 
THE AVERAGE CUSTOMER"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 JUL 16  
 
  
"ENERGY RATES JUMP HIT LIVINGSTON, GARDINER HARD"; LIVINGSTON ENTERPRISE; 
2003 JUL 18  
 
UTILITY RATES ELECTRIC UTILITY DEREGULATION ELECTRIC UTILITY 
INDUSTRIES  
"NORTHWESTERN'S RATES AMONG REGION'S HIGHEST A COMPARISON OF REGIONAL 
ELECTRICITY RATES"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 JUL 13  
  
"NWE ALLOWED TO RAISE POWER RATE 14%:  DECISION WILL RAISE BILLS $7 TO $8 FOR 
THE AVERAGE CUSTOMER"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 JUL 16  
 
UTILITY RATES  
"UTILITY IRKS SCHOOLS, CITIES"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 JULY 1               
"UTILITY TO LOWER ITS RATE-INCREASE REQUEST"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 JULY 
9  
 
WATER RIGHTS / MONTANA RIVERS  
"SMITH SUIT SEEKS TO BLOCK WATER RIGHTS:  TROUT UNLIMITED, LANDOWNERS SAY 
NEW RIGHTS VIOLATE BASIN MORATORIUM"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 JUL 31  


